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Pediatric projects funded by National Natural Science Foundation of China from
2009 to 2018: retrospect and prospects

LI Wen-Xing, LYU Qun-Yan, HONG Wei, LIAO Shu-Jie, TANG Jun, QU Yi, MU De-Zhi. Department of Pediatrics, West
China Second University Hospital, Sichuan University, Chengdu 610041, China (Lyu Q-Y, Email: lugy@nsfc.gov.cn)

Abstract: Objective To perform a review and data analysis of the pediatric projects funded by National Natural
Science Foundation of China from 2009 to 2018, and to investigate the changes in key support areas, research interest,
and research hotspots in pediatrics. Methods  The database of National Natural Science Foundation of China was
searched to screen out pediatric research projects in 2009-2018, and the changes in funding intensity and research
direction were analyzed. Results From 2009 to 2018, a total of 1017 pediatric projects were funded by National
Natural Science Foundation of China, with 485 (47.69%) General Projects, 426 (41.89%) Youth Fund Projects, 73
(7.18%) Regional Research Programs, 16 (1.57%) Key Programs, 6 (0.59%) Outstanding Youth Fund Projects, 7
(0.69%) Overseas Programs, and 4 (0.39%) other programs. There was a seven-fold increase in the total amount
of subsidies, which increased from 8.42 million yuan in 2009 to 66.25 million yuan in 2018. The projects with the
Primary Discipline Code of reproductive system/perinatology/neonatology, nervous system and mental illness, or
circulatory system received the highest amount of fund. Conclusions The support of pediatric projects by National
Natural Science Foundation of China continues to increase in the past ten years, and the main types of projects are
General Projects and Youth Fund Projects. Neonatology, nervous system/mental illness, and circulatory diseases
are the main directions of funded projects. [Chin J Contemp Pediatr, 2019, 21(12): 1229-1233]
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