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Prognostic value of response to prednisone in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia

Li-Jun TIE, Long-Jun GU, De-Lian SONG, Hui-Liang XUE, Jing-Yan TANG, Jia-Yin ZOU, et al. Department of Hema-
tology/ Oncology, Shanghai Children's Medical Center, Xinhua Hospital, Shanghai Second Medical University, Shanghat
200127, China (Gu L-J, Email; liguscme@ hotmail. com)

Abstract: Objective The objective of this study was to assess the prognostic value of response to prednisone in
children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Methods
ALL were enrolled in the protocol of ALL-XH-90. A prednisone good response ( PGR) was defined as a blast count of less
than 1 000/ L and a prednisone poor response (PPR) as a blast count of at least 1 000/ L in peripheral smears, after 7

days of oral prednisone (60 mg/m’) and one intrathecal injection of methotrexate along with cytosine arabinoside. The

One hundred and twenty-six children with newly diagnosed

probability of event-free survival (pEFS) was estimated by Kaplan-Meier analysis and the differences in pEFS between

groups were assessed by the log-rank test. Differences in the biologic characteristics between groups were compared by
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Chi-square analysis or Fisher exact test (two-tail). Results
The 5-year pEFS was significantly worse for patients with PPR compared with those with PGR (48% +13% vs 73%

5% , P=0.0021). Conclusions
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One hundred and ten patients had PGR and 16 had PPR.

+

Response to prednisone is a simple, practical and prognostic factor in childhood ALL.

[ Chin J Contemp Pediatr, 2005, 7(3) : 218 - 221 ]

Prednisone; Lymphoblastic leukemia, acute, childhood; Prognosis
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xRl
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fﬁﬁéﬁ?ﬁ "M bl Eedl 50,050 M2+ M3 IR ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ@ j"ﬁif? $Eff§¢g*
>1000/pl. 90  33(37) 30(33) 27(30) 9(11) 6(7) 6(7) 22(24)
<1000/pl. 20 12(60) 6(30) 2(10) 2(10) 1(5) 1(5) 4(20)
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