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Roles of interleukin-21 and its receptor in autoimmune diseases
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Abstract: Interleukin-21 (IL-21) is a new member of the interleukin-2 family. It is mainly synthesized and secreted
by the activated of CD4" T cells and natural killer T cells. IL-21 receptor (IL-21R) is mainly expressed in T cells, B cells,
and natural killer (NK) cells. After binding to its receptor, IL-21 can regulate the activation and proliferation of T cells,
B cells, and NK cells through activating JAKs-STATs signaling pathways. As a new immunoregulatory factor, IL-21
and its receptor play important roles in the development and progression of various autoimmune diseases. Regulation of
the expression levels of IL-21 and IL-21R and blocking of their signal transduction pathways with blockers may be new

treatment options for autoimmune diseases.
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21) & I RN v BE (ye) ZEPRHR
AR, EE BTG CDA'T 40 3 AR A
T ( natural killer T, NKT ) 20} B F 50 Wb, 1L-21
BATZ Y2 M1 T6E, X ST RE Y & K
T 1L-21 FiTIL-21 24k (receptor, R) 454,
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B, ye MG SHESEN, ERZ v BITHNT,
IL-21R AJ AR IL-21 254, (R TGk m 4 pf A% 505
S,y e BYEA AT IR E (5 S0 5 .

IL-21 5 IL-21R 45 & J5 fil & AR 915 5 7 5
P&, fU 4% JAKs-STATs, PI3K/AKT & MAPK"
A NN R R (5 5 P 121 3858 T
JAKs-STATSs 1553 i 4B Y2E TihE, 10-21 53
IR S Ak JAKL . JAK3 AU30E, i STATI .
STAT3 & ‘LW Rk, X} STAT4. STATS fi /£
WA S, —Bi%1k, STATs #5516 S4 Fif
BN ArF R HEVER . o STAT1 W] g & 4% i
YERL, BN 1L-21 5 1gM . A5 20 3 [R5 55 720 m] xf
B 40t i) 4 4 = A SR R T, TR STAT3 1 STATS
01 A B 2 (YA R e O

2 IL-21 BEMFThEE

2.1 IL-21 33 B 4ARER9IAT1ER
R R, TL-21 XF B 4ifsssg . ik X1
FEAEE IR . — 7T IL-21 X} B 4 HAFRER
HFE S TVERT, TL-21 3k 8 i fe 08 T 2ok iAok
F1 Bim ) mRNA F12E F7KF, FREPLEHTHF,
S B AT, ot e TL-21 AT LA B 40
K 90 1 240 B G, ZE DR B kR O T R
PR, S—T5 i, SRR, 1.-21 7]
% B 4HHIR I CD40 SHFEIME T (Th) AR
) CD4OL 254, feilt B Za3s e sr ik . k=4
FAUARZERER Y, 25004k B 40000 AR IE T .
B4n, TL-21 38 1 5% 5 K7 Bk EL 40 SR 1 -1
A B LS -, 430l S Ak B AL ACAZ
PE B 4o SR ANIE, A bR, W 1eG1 M
1gG3, - HILAVEFITE 1L-4 Py la] il g & 7,
IL-21R H AR SR/ BRI SO H M v 1gG 1 7K
TR, TeE KPR LIE; MifE IL-4. IL-21R [FAF
BRI/, TgE IR SE4TE 2, PRIESE IgE
() AR TL-4 {55 Mo IR, TL-21 ATHS L
1L-4 AP EPUIR B, b Tk AR A ESMITF
FE R PR TL-21 Bk B AR, TeG AR TgE
Fh, S ATE R R e B, 8L
WL S M B ANk 2 i Ao ek g
2.2 IL-21 3t T 4HpaRYETHER

SEBIPESEV T (T follicular helper, Tth ) 4ffi -k

CD4" 30 T A —AWAE . TL-21 38 7 s
Bel6 Al Maf f23F Tfh 204k ", FHETHET -4
TE 1L-21 155 Tfh SMbh IR 2 CHE R " 7edt
Ji 38 5 I e, Tfh 2 AR S KCE Y -2, [A]
B IL-21 ZRREAE 2 Tth () HAs & a1k H 52 14K 5
(CXCR5) WyEkik, #t— DAL Tth 40530 1L-
210, Tfh 41 042 TR, RERE DC H BT B0G It
PR KR AL -, an 121, I, Tfh 48
JHLRETE PR S i oy 25 v DR O B i b Ry B 4 i
s 1,

Th17 20 Mo Ay 58 5E 40 M, 32 25 79 WA 1L-17 Al
IL-21, IL-21 7 TGF-p 1 IL-6 Bt & VEFH T, i
STAT3 ¥ 53 [N 1155 CDA'T 4Bt Th17 402534k .
B TL-21R FEH @ BR/NERUR CDA'T 415 TGF-B A
IL-6 BRGH:3%, 4558 8K CDA'T 4= 4k 1L-17 /K
SR R, WEM IL-21 7F 1L-6 /S 1972 4E 1L-17
(3 B BATORAON . F52 E, 1L-21 3¢ IL-21R
FE R G BR /N R CD4A'T I 7E TGF-B A 11L-6 F: 7]
W% N JCIL-23R By 3R ik, GEB IL-21 724 & 1L-
23R MR R kA R EE A

P PE T (regulatory T, Treg ) 4 i J& CD4'T
MR o — AR, 25 [ SRz It bk A
B s VEBR I & AR L TL-21 {2 3 Th17 19204k 3t
[EJFZ 306 CD4'T 20 B[] Treg 40501k, AT H1 4]
Treg 413 I SR S
2.3 IL-21 33 NK YA TH1ER

NK 4 A [ 4G G2 1 B B2 0oy, e I
B o o Je ) B AR AN T PR AR EEZAE R . 1L-21R
FELIHESBORIRAS T B NK 43 F ik . Byend
R, IL-21 GE B3 30S NK 408, L8 IFN-y 3
Rk, P RKER IFN-y FIgEfL R, #E—2
WO NK 4, 3R FLS A M =R, DT 0
AN . 78N, TL-21 B0 NK 20 i
b L NK 20 M6 Ae 32 48 (NKG2D) -, i #E /)N
B 3 BE3E o STAT3 P R fe fb, FL b, 7
STAT3 FEH 248 (19 A Hf, NK 4D REAETE B
NKG2D FE WA ", 1L-21 5 1L-7. 10-15 J2 44
M B B VR T, 75 A CD34" #H. 40 il 43 4k
i NK 4, fi NK 4 2% 35 2% 0 240 M 32 K KIRs
fcp2, [FEEAFEARIIEE. 48 IL-21R 6
ANFREA R NK s =, T0-21 X AH 4 A 43
b NK 4R IR AS & 20, {H TL-21R 5 A0
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NENXE NK 0 55 SR 0 20 i 200 B 70 P RAAG
M5 % SR e 7,
2.4 IL-21 %t DC HES1EH

DC & 2R N Dy e fe ok . ME— BB TG 1L
BT M L BB 42 S 4 (antigen-presenting
cell, APC) o IL-21 X} T-ibk L 40 Mo R e fie kb
PRI TE R, BEIIE DC B R 1 1YL R
SEE, FERLAH A A AR P R (GM-CSF)
FEFERT, TL-21 AT LSS DC 434k, {H DC k3%
ik MHCI 253 F Fa b 1524k 7 (CCR7) , IF
R AR ) B T 40 M 19 35 fk. TL-21 66 38 i STAT3
M Bim i LG 0 DCs AT, {HI2 X A0 nl B
S8k GM-CSF #4406 ™ Bk, T0-21 3 i BH W
APC TE G SR B SN, HE 400 ] 28 I 255
3 IL-21 EESREHEFPRER
B B e M 1 — S M R AE TR, LU
B NYET 400, B 4uiid S ik . H Sk
K= | ZREZAE) 2 HE R IHEARHE,
M ATE R, HP B, T, DC 4IiETE H &%
PRGN A0 K i AR R AR . AFSTIESE, T
AR B A AH B AR 0 A0 i PR i 2
9 I HIL R TR A T AR SN 1) RSy o TL-21
MR, 5 1L21R 4605, BA
PET T AN, NK 408, L IFN-y S840 K 71
Sy, fEdE B NG s AR ThRE, HILE B &
B e e PR A B EM . BATLA4E
PR R 0 22 Ol B S e PRI o VR T IF
FEMIHE T ] o
3.1 IL-21 5EERBERBEERR

JgE B = K A AU 4 K K (insulin-dependent
diabetes mellitus, IDDM ) & — ' T 40 i1 /- 5 1 #%
BRESE A B RORs, RRN 1 BB IRE
Ricardo 25 2 M IDDM F& 3% 1 fek )38 75 J& % 41 JH)
I IL-21 7KSF, 4558 21.9% ) IDDM H3% 4h & i A
IL-21"CD45RA™ iCAZ 1 CDA'T 4, iRl
12 7 4.88%, FWH IDDM H 3 7= A4 1L-21 ) CD4'T
I A9 B i . Sutherland 25 Y AR R IS 40 i
WS 2608 T-21, RLIOA LR A B etk /N R
CS7BL/6 F=H M PRI, BHIBT TL-21/1L-21R 15 538
b B RE e #5088 FR % 7N B ( nonobese diabetic mouse,

NOD ) RV LRy EH . 59 A MUl =, 78
NOD /INRHT, IL-21 X} [ B i CD8'T 41 1)
AT Y, (X BT A 1 40 2 1 sk
N AR I AN, kI ah A B WP CD8'T 4
MEPTRE R R IL-21 76 1 BOR BRI A9 3a 7 # s, il
il £ 28375 10 0 40 B P BB 5 LR A A A 20 R R 7
E— 2 WF 5 & B 1L-21 2 5 1dd3 22K (insulin-
dependent diabetes susceptibility 3 locus, Idd3 ) &4,
177 1dd3 3 B 7E NOD /)N B S5 B R PR 2B 56,
HE— B TL-21 76 IDDM il RE R T VR
32 IL-21 EEREMXTR

BB EETT % (rheumatoid arthritis, RA ) &
— AT AR AR B A8 PR A B M B S e R
Wio FE RA FEFE R ST W IR N, IL-21R 19
FkBETHE P, Lin % P H ELISA E52, RA
BT IL-21 K 0 2 TR, H RA B 1L-
21R 7E Tth 1 B 4l R58 WE G, HEAE,
76 RA & HHBH T IL-21R BE B 2 W0 1L-21 %) B
YRR IYE R . Young 55 P51 F TL-21R BHLBT 5] B S ik
BT R RSB Y S SN, IR sh i A
RN 1gG1 K- B 3 FRE, BRI 1L-21 AT fE
SRR ST 9 B BRI A o
3.3 IL-21 ERZEIRIRE

RGPELBIRIE ( systemic lupus erythematosus,
SLE) Z—Fh R X ZAHME N H S etk ggh 4
21055, Hoh Bk EL 40 A T 96K B 40 5 B I Ak
PRI &R R EEAE M, 78 SLE &, 1
T8 IL-21mRNA [ R B T ¥ MM E e
SLE My &A= & e id AR, ST UE I ME R
i i MAPK {5 53 #% % SLE 3% 1L-21 /K,
IfiE— 242 U B 41 7= A= Pk . BXSB-Yaa il
MRL-lpr /NEURIERETY 5 A1 SLE A AL I R
SEMR, WA BPUARN A MR MRELER
2 1 FE BXSB-Yaa Al MRL-lpr /)>RS o R %2 B
M3 TL-21 B EH /INRUKE T B2 Gasie 41 AL mt
FEUESE P2 Tpr ANRASEARL R TL-21R 5 15 %6 /R
I, BRAEZL 200 B, TR E 4000 IL-21R %35 F
P, 4%} MRL-Fas (1pr) /AR AL I TL-21R-Fe
BHWT IL-21 5HAZARMZE S5, dsDNA H SHiiAm
IsG /KRR, 3 H SLE BRI H IR . 16 &
ANERUTRL, B /INERSE RS 186 JE R e 0k 434 35 o ik
5, MU IL-21R-Fe AT MRS /N BRI AE
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HEJE BU, BRI IL-21 15 5 READ ] 7 B fe LA,
FFH 121 FUH sz R 5L R 2 8% 5 SLE & H5 A
o B
34 IL-21 5EEEMTRESE

ok M T M 25 A A (primary Sjogren's
syndrome, pSS ) J&—Fh 3= 2 BN AN RREIC LI ER
BRFNTE AR F2 00 F B o e . de 8 1 e s
SEERAE S AN AR CDATT 40 i B33 A B 41 i
RS RN . BFFE R RIESE P, pSS B 1 TR
PRAIEE— AR R D SER, BT, B 4
K DCs AR, HAMGE R P, pSS B e IR
IL-21 B7KF-5 Tfh YR HAIFRE CXCRS [FRIAKF
PH—F, HIME 121 KPR s TIEw A, B
S 1gG, JEHIE TgG1 BKFUIEAG, %
B IL-21 75 pSS SBE RN AT SE B AU sE, JEAE
P S R R AR AR PR AR, pSS A
HER MR LUE K R B TL-21 3 A AR R
JI bk L 4T i SR AR X IR 1K, TL-21R =253 A 7F
PRAEIX 5 T IE 5 AN BRI IR B4 JC 1L-21 A1 IL-21R
(R8I HMEWR IR AR, 121 &
IL-21R MY IR B
3.5 IL-21 5REMFTR

R 4E P B K (inflammatory bowel disease,
IBD ) fu 4556 % BUH ( Crohn's disease, CD ) Fli5t)7
454K (ulcerative colitis, UC) , 22— H &%
REMEBG, AMRALHI ARG, Horb e EELE
Hk A ke mEAE . IBD A% BRI 2 7
RS ZH 2 P bk B 40 M S O, SOV IE R A
PR 2L AR P e I Y, RS R B, UC BB
MLYE TL-21 KLU AMNE I CD4'T 40, B 4HAE &
NK A HIY 1L-21R FR Y IEH N B & T,
It H SR ER R e, AR E
7N, IL-21 A1 IL-21R 7 CD H 1) g3 0 40 it
Feik, JRFEES CD BE Wi EAG 24 4R A0 i
AT 44N 2 5 B 3 R SR DUV o6 ™ i
HIZ AT 4E A3k IL-21R, 1L-21 RERIELA LT
AL G BOFN 23 WAL T 4 J B TG (MMPs ), X
SO AL oE I AN AL, 5 S A R AN A I R A
Ay W f# . CDA'T 41 Bl Th1/Th2 K Treg/Th17 Lt {4
B KA, 25T UC i & B Y0 g o 2,
R RRANA S0 UC /N RUBRLIMN Y 1121 &
WETE, AL BR STAT3 55 7545 I 40 i

(1%) B T i e Hp Rk B SR 3G T, 5 Ll AR R
FEARRF, SAEST BG4 A& B STAT3 55 1L-21
FHOCBE B, JF B 1L-17 /9 AR g, uE B
IL-21 76 UC BRI A EZAE . iR A ot
FERI, 1L-21 FEHZ 5N RE S IBD k4 &R
A —ERAIEE W, XL UER T 1L-21 7 UC
1 CD F1&E RAE PR R /E A, 478 1L-21 ]
RER A IBD AOIARITHE A
3.6 IL-21 SEEANEH

HHENLTE /1 (myasthenia gravis, MG ) & H &
Tk AH 58 2 & $T 4K (acetylcholine receptor antibody,
AchR-Ab) 45, 2 — WL 423k b 1% 33 T se B
15 75 RS A 2% B R S v A B SR B e . SRR
52, MG HE ML TL-21 7K - F1o1 JE i B4~ 42 40 i
(PBMCs) | IL-21R mRNA [ 2354 7 F 1E # %
WA, Zad BRI, T IL-21 KB R R,
VLI TL-21 78 MG il {2 dE/E/ ™. 54 121 fE
R AR B AchR B B 400 1gG1 i 1G3 #44k A
TR URAE B A A BUAR B 4. T AchR-Ab
BH P £ LT TL-21 Mk BE 55T AchR-1gG /KF 2 1F
. LB TL-21 AT B L VE T B 4iAE L) 11-
21R, M MG &3 I3 T AchR Hi 4 ] 1gG1 Al
1G3 W R4, AT MG & e e b i
JWLPA S i R U ( MuSK ) HLIRBHYE MG &
F 1 CDAT 4i il 6 7= A= B i /K SF- 9 TL-2 . TNF-a
K AL-17, CDS'T 414 ) HE 20 A B 5 A s i 4k o
A2 Treg 20 M /K F-F1 CD39 (1) 1k 15 % BE 41 4 e
JoZE 5. MuSK Fi & FH % MG 3 19 Thl 1 Th7
A RSO HEA @ R Y, MG B
Th1/Th2. Th17/Treg A1, L B 83 5140
J AT DAAG A e S e Pk B e s 1k EAE ILIE 1/
B Th1/Th2., Th17/Treg (%) F-fif < 98, A ik 236
ISP E I
3.7 IL-21 5EFEMEOMS

i 7 PE O LR (viral myocarditis, VMC ) &
o TSR L 5 A 1 JUL ) B v i e 1 S b e
PERREFGAE . REBUBRH LB MR T e, W
BB F I 2VE R R E DR E L Ak
gy FLOIRPEAR TR0 T, &R AR T AR Pk Al
DG . T2 90 7 3 YL i PE CSTBI/6 N TL-
21RKO /MR, 0 WL BEFL 3 87 TL-21R KO /MR
L WLARAE S C57BU/6 /N BRUAH b B B i, X R W]
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IL-21 15 5 FE A2 k0 LA E e 7 224 Y 52
P A B R LR ( experimental autoimmune
myocarditis, EAM ) BEUZHF5E VMC A AR,
S E NIz R . WFSEIERT, IL-21 FEEAE
EAM KRG 2 A i IE R 23k, otk
N ESUNTE 51 i BN - e W) S o
W AR R 1L-21 FGR B HTREAR, 1T 1L-21 J2
2S5 T EAM WAt 8 S0 AR
T 205 1 E O UANEIRSE , Xt n] e HORHEEIR
VEFIRIBLE Z — ™,

4

&g

IL-21 & —Fp A Z R0 2E D e B2 e
PIRF, X B, T, NK 4005 DC A & EAEH],
RS 3K S 240 2 A1 S sl 41 1) 3 5 24RO T TL-21
FAE S L RIVER . T 1L-21 Lz k7 A
By e VRSN 0 KL, PTREN H B etk
PR IIRYT AR, JUHDE 1021 #5405 ]
REFEHELE [ B e PR TR TP A BB
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